INTRODUCTION,

Making allowance for condiments and  other little

things, an  adult   labourer could  live
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comfortably during the reign of  Akbar

on six annas pdr month. Taking his family to consist
of five members (himself, his wife, and three children), he
alone being the earning member, we may take one
rupee and four annas to cover his monthly expenses on
account of food for the whole family. An average
unskilled labourer, like a water-carrier, in Akbar's
time would earn one rupee and fourteen annas per
month. Thus he would have left a margin of ten annas
to spend on clothing and luxuries,~-a large amount con-
sidering the purchasing power of the rupee at the time.
The condition of the artisans must have been more

prosperous than in any previous period,
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This prosperity was due partly to  uv

Creasd commerce with Europe, and partly to the taste
for luxuries created by the Mahomedans. The doubling
of the Cape of Good Hope by Vasco de Gama at the
close of the I5th century, marks an epoch in the history
of India. That event had a remarkable influence on the
development of her foreign trade. Various costly gold,
silk and woollen stuffs were introduced during the Maho-
medan period. Satin velvet, brocaded velvet, and broad
doth from Persia and Europe, were amongst these.